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Changes in the South

• 43 percent 
projected increase 
(2000-2030).

• 65 of the 100 fastest 
growing counties in 
the U.S. (2000- 
2005).

• Minority populations 
increasing rapidly 
(e.g. Latinos)



The Wildland-Urban Interface



History of InterfaceSouth

• 1998- Florida wildfires
• Southern Wildland-Urban Interface 

Assessment
• 2002 - Establishment of Southern Center for 

WUI Research and Information
• Southern WUI Council
• 2007- Joined with Southern Center for Urban 

Forestry Research and Information



Centers for Urban & Interface 
Forestry

• InterfaceSouth (Gainesville, FL) and Urban 
Forestry South (Athens, GA)

• Technology transfer component of SRS-4952: 
Integrating Human and Natural Systems in Urban 
and Urbanizing Environments

www.interfacesouth.org www.urbanforestrysouth.org

http://www.urbanforestrysouth.org/


Key Research Areas

• Fire in the Wildland-Urban Interface
• Effects of Urbanization 
• Human Dimensions
• Recreation 







InterfaceSouth Key Partners

University of Florida

U.S. Forest Service

Southern Group of 
State Foresters

Auburn University, Southern Regional 
Extension Forestry, National Institute of Standards 

and Technology



Technology Transfer Formats

• Web Sites (www.interfacesouth.org)
• Publications
• Outreach & Training Programs
• Demonstration sites
• Conferences

http://www.interfacesouth.org/




Leaves of Change



Publications

• Human Influences on 
Forest Ecosystems

• Fire in the Interface 
fact sheets

• Forests at the WUI: 
Conservation and 
Management

Translating many 
materials to 

Spanish



Outreach & Training

Provides state and 
federal natural resource 
agencies with a set of 
flexible resources to 
conduct their own training 
programs, aimed toward 
building skills and tools to 
successfully tackle WUI 
issues. 

Encourages the use of woody 
biomass for bioenergy 
production in communities at 
the wildland-urban interface in 
the thirteen southern states 
and Puerto Rico. 



Demonstrations
Firewise Retrofit Home Project 

Structure Landscaping

Community Outreach



Conferences

• Emerging Issues Along 
Urban/Rural Interfaces 1 
& 2
– Both held in Atlanta, GA
– First one – March 2005
– 2nd one – April 2007
– Partnership with Auburn 

University
– Will take place every 2 to 3 

years
– Topic areas:

• Effects of urbanization
• Land use policy and planning
• Science delivery and 

exchange of information
• Natural disturbances



How We Work

• Close link between research and technology 
transfer/science delivery 

• Integrate feedback from stakeholders (e.g. 
SWUIC)

• Creative partnerships (e.g. University of Florida, 
Southern Group of State Foresters)

• Contracting out services – science writing, 
translating, editing, graphic design and layout

• Provide opportunities for student development



Recent Accomplishments

• 2008 Firewise Regional Leadership Award
• 2008 Southern Research Station Director’s 

Award for Technology Transfer
• Summer 2008 – Sponsored intern from Hispanic 

Association of Colleges and Universities



Questions?

For more information contact:

Annie Hermansen-Báez
ahermansen@fs.fed.us
352-376-3271

mailto:ahermansen@fs.fed.us
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