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Why worry about family 
forestlands? 

In the USA:
10 million family 
forest landowners 
4.2 million owners in          
10-999 acre 
category

209 million acres 
53% of private 
ownerships, 
35% of all forest land



Landowners “old and getting 
older”

In the USA:
44% owned by 65+ year 
olds
20% owned by 75+ year 
olds

The next generation: 
has moved off the property
lacks many management 
skills

Families are not talking 
about the future!

Why worry about family 
forestlands? 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
OR demographics >2/3 over 55 years, about 50% over 65)

70% of current (senior gen) live within a mile of the place

Of Kids: 

52% live out of state, not near the family woodland

40% won’t live on family forestland in future (44% not sure)

Many don’t know how many acres family owns

Some (20%) did not know family owns

87% wish to own the family forest (when transfer time comes)�



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Believe lacking a plan for the future makes the properties more vulnerable to division, conversion and development�



Ties to the Land curriculum
Ties to the Land 
Facilitated Workshop -
A DVD-based program
Ties to the Land 
workbook    
Website
Supporting resources 
for families
Supporting resources 
for educators and 
workshop facilitators 
An impacts 
assessment 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Issue identified by my landowners.  Little programming existed.  In 2004, began developing workshops, then workbook, and gradually a whole curriculum.  

an integrated package of educational materials to help family forest landowners prepare to transfer stewardship to the next generation.  The curriculum includes:

�



Ties to the Land curriculum 
focus on family communication and 
succession planning



Ties to the Land Facilitated 
Workshop

A DVD-based 
program

Workshop section
6 modules
5 designed activities

Facilitator section
Written and video 
guidelines, 
promotional 
materials

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Content now delivered thru DVD-based program

Professionals in team (family bus, accounting, law, Education, journalism, graphic design, video production)



Your role as host/facilitator is to organize and convene the event; foster discussion during the planned activities

You DO NOT need to become a content specialist to deliver this programming.  Outside most of our expertise, which is why we brought our specialists on.�





Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
I think we did a great job. So too do many professional colleagues, whose organizations presented the team and curriculum several significant awards.

Professionals in team (family bus, accounting, law, Education, journalism, graphic design, video production)�



Program Delivery

Ties to the Land Institute 
Funding from American Forest Foundation to 
support national delivery
Housed at the Austin Family Business 
Program, OSU college of Business

National board of Directors
Vision is to be a leading teaching and learning 
resource in intergenerational transfer for land-
based family businesses 
Program support for families and facilitators, 
and new products development

Washington pilot

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Internationally relevant.  Any suggestions for Board members?

Also, FYI, will be advertising shortly for a program director (annual, fixed term, for 3 years)�



Conclusion

“It’s the demographics, stupid”

Role for Extension educators? 

What can you do, and how can we 
help you reach audiences &  address 
this issue in your area?

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
”: we are facing a tsunami of land transfers for which families and communities  are poorly prepared.



Extension: role in helping clients address the issue. �

Take a bookmark.  

Fill in a card, hand me a business card

�



Thank you to Funders and 
Partners

Oregon Forest Resources Institute – materials development
American Forest Foundation - Delivery

Steering Committee: Clint Bentz, Mike Cloughesy Mark Green, 
Renee Irvine, Robin Klemm, Con Lynch, Chal Landgren, Susan 
Watkins, Brad Withrow-Robinson. 

Project Collaborators: 
OSU Forestry Extension 
Austin Family Business Program at OSU
OSU Forestry Media Center
Oregon Forest Resources Institute 
With members of Oregon Tree Farm System and Oregon Small 
Woodlands Association and others 
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