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Summary of Key Themes  

The IUFRO Symposium was held September 21-26, 2008 in Mattawa and Ottawa, Canada.  Key themes were identified from presentations by international experts in forestry extension and technology transfer representing the following countries:  Argentina; Canada; Ghana; India; Japan; Philippines; Slovenia; Sri Lanka; United States.  
The summary of key themes is intended to serve as a basis for producing in-depth papers for publication.  Supporting documents listed below offer additional source information.
1. Increased community-level participation 
· Local focus to meet needs of local situations
· Citizens have desire to take ownership in solving their needs

· Extension tools and approaches to support community participation in decision making

· Increased demand for participation and engagement means greater need for information and educational resources

· Capacity building to incorporate local knowledge

2. Multiple channels for knowledge acquisition

· Peer-to-peer learning models 
· Communities of practice
· Social networks

· Open source models for science communications 

· Models of behaviour adoption

· Improved cross-boundary cooperation

3. Recognizing and Responding to Diversity
· Increased urbanization

· Changing demographics 
· Shifting racial and ethnic population patterns

· Gender strategies; target and empower women

· Rural development for poverty reduction

· Diverse cultures call for diverse strategies – idea of intergenerational knowledge transfer 

4. Effective Delivery based on an Understanding of the Diffusion Process
· Understanding preferred approaches to gaining knowledge

· Studies of how people gain and adopt knowledge 
· Mapping social networks to identify where people obtain their advice

· Understanding factors that motivate landowners to adopt stewardship practices

· Use of focus groups to identify interests and priorities

· Study of the traits of early adopters

· Knowledge extension planning systems and organizational delivery models

5. Connecting Policy Interests to Public Interests

· New models for science communications
· Open source sharing of information

· Advocacy-based communications (closer to policy making process)
· Policy educator role

· Importance of connecting policy interests to land ownership interests

· Need for improved cross-boundary cooperation
· Engaging forest owners in policy change
Supplementary documents to provide source material:

· IUFRO Symposium program

· Popular Summaries Book

· Keynote Address – Dr. John Naysmith

· IUFRO Symposium Website including collection of presentation files: www.iufroextension.org
Key findings and results may be summarized as follows:

Forest communities desire greater participation in planning and decision-making about forest land use.  Consequently, there is increased need for information and educational resources to enable local people to become engaged.  Extension programs are helping to meet this demand and are working to help build the capacity for incorporating local knowledge into plans and management actions.

An understanding of knowledge adoption is important for effective extension.  The process of knowledge adoption has many variables and involves multiple channels for knowledge exchange.  Extension work is supported by research into behaviour change and adoption.  This research investigates various knowledge adoption systems including peer-to-peer learning models, communities of practice, social networks, open source models for science communications, and cross-boundary cooperation.  Such research is informing extension planning systems and organizational delivery models.
Extension programs are recognizing and responding to increasing diversity in target groups.  Urbanization, changing demographics, shifting racial and ethnic population patterns are among diversity factors.  Extension efforts, particularly in developing countries, are giving greater attention to gender strategies that target and empower women, and rural development for poverty reduction.  In all regions, intergenerational knowledge transfer was identified as a key need for extension program support.

To be relevant to human needs, the transfer of knowledge should help connect policy interests to public interests, which again relates to increased interest for participation at the local level.  Sharing of information is aimed at taking advocacy positions to influence the policy process.  Extension specialists are playing the role of policy educator, helping people to appreciate policy options and consequences.  Connecting policy interests to land ownership interests places emphasis on helping to engage forest owners, and encouraging the sharing of information across boundaries.   

